San Diego County
SHERIFF’'S DEPARTMENT

NEWS RELEASE INFORMATION SHEET

Subject: Arrest of Arson Suspect

Date of Release: May 20, 2220

Time of Release: 2:30 PM

Media Contact: Detective Arnold Van Lingen
Email Address of Contact: arnold.vanlingen@sdsheriff.org
Telephone Number of Contact: 619-660-3301

Provider of Information (if different):

SYNOPSIS:

On March 29, 2020, Sheriff's Deputies from the Vista Patrol Station responded to the 200 block of E. Broadway in Vista
for a report of an arson. The incident occurred behind a restaurant. Detectives from the San Diego Sheriff's Department
Bomb Arson Unit were investigating the incident. On May 17, 2020, two separate arsons, one a vegetation fire and the
other being a dumpster fire, occurred in an alley behind businesses located at the 800 block of Civic Center Drive.
Sheriff's Deputies and the Vista Fire Department responded to the scene. On May 18, 2020 at about 3:45 PM, Sheriff's
Deputies contacted 32-year-old Mark Davidson at the 700 block of E. Vista Way in Vista. Davidson fit the description of
the arsonist who set the three fires. Davidson was arrested and booked into Vista Jail for three separate arson charges
and one charge of attempted arson.

Call Crime Stoppers at (888) 580-8477 with information and you will remain anonymous. You can also download the P3
anonymous tip app. You may be eligible for up to a $1,000 reward for information that leads to an arrest.
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